Contingency Measures for Mitigating the Adverse
Effects of EI Nino on Maize Crop

Keeping in view the current El Nino forecasting by IMD, following advisory measures are
recommended for maize crop cultivation

1. In areas where maize sowing is to be taken up, It is reccommended that farmers may take
up early maturity hybrids and avoid the sowing of late maturing hybrids. For example
for Punjab early maturity (SMH 4555, CP 999) or medium maturity (CP509, ADV 7132)

2. For sowing of maize ridge and furrow method may be followed to save irrigation water
and to avoid damage by erratic rain.

3. Where sowing of maize has already been done, under limited water availability
irrigation may be given at critical stages of the maize crop growth like seeding, flowering
and grain filling stages only.

4. Under less rainfall the farmers may also go for silage or fodder maize instead of
harvesting the maize grain crop.

S. Under scarcity of rain, there may be increased incidence of PFSR disease, So PFSR
tolerant cultivars may be selected and irrigate the field at critical stages only.

6. Crop residue of spring harvest crop may. be utilized as mulch to conserve the soil
moisture

7. Proper drainage facility in the field may be developed to ensure drainage of excess water
under erratic heavy rainfall

8. Proper plant spacing (60 x 20 cm) of maize crop need to be maintained and avoid excess
plant population, excess population will attract additional stress.

9. Under continuous dry spell, reduce the application of nitrogen fertilizer, avoid direct
broadcast of urea and apply 3% urea through spray.

10.Under expected drought condition Intercropping like maize + urdbean may be followed

11.Under continuous dry spell the attack of FAW may be increased, under such condition
Spinetoram 11.7% SC may be sprayed and followed by Chlorantraniliprole 18.5% SC
after 20 days, avoid application of Emamectin Benzoate. Pheromone traps may be used
for sustainable control of FAW.

12.Use of the organic super absorbent Fasal Amirt @ 15-20 kg/ha recommended for
enhancing yield and net returns of kharif maize in Northern Hill Zone (Zone-I) and
Central Western Zone

13.Farmers are advised to follow the weather based advisory for scheduling irrigation.

14.Farmers are advised to enroll under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Beema Yojna

(PMFBY) wherever applicable to reduce the crop loss.

15.For specific maize crop related problem farmers may contact nearby state agriculture
office, KVK, PAU, Ludhiana. Farmer can also contact ICAR-IIMR, Ludhiana Scientists
(Dr. S. B. Singh - 8279336806, Dr. Ph. Romen - 8787472759) or can send their queries to
pdmaize@gmail.com.
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